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Dear Members 

PROTECTION OF PRESERVATIVE CHEMICAL AT PLANTS 
 
With the theft of chemicals becoming a more frequent event, processing plants must be more prepared in 
protecting their chemicals, whether stored in bulk tanks or small 25L containers.  
 
The requirement that chemicals shall be kept in a lock-up storage area, with lockable seals on bulk tank 
dispensing taps, is no longer an adequate safety measure.  Improved safety measures such as movement 
detection beams connected to alarms, cameras and reaction units should be given serious consideration, 
especially since the thefts occur during midnight hours and over weekends.     
 
We must consider the risk to the industry if theft of chemicals continues and ends up in the hands of 
untrained criminal elements.  Wood preservatives are registered agricultural remedies, and for the 
chemicals mainly used in South Africa, either Group  I  B or Group II hazard in the new Global Harmonised 
System of classification and labelling of Hazardous Chemicals. There are potential health, safety and 
environmental hazards related to preservatives and whilst the risks are small when used in the controlled 
environment of the formal industry,  the risk is high when used by the untrained.  More emphasis is being 
placed on extended producer responsibility in legislation, and though those that steal the chemicals put 
themselves in harm’s way, the responsibility and consequences may still end up with the formal industry. 
 

CHEMICAL RELATED REGULATIONS – RECENT EVENTS OF NOTE 
 

At the regional meetings I reported on the proposed Prior Informed Consent Regulations to be promulgated 
under the NEMA Act, and that may lead to increased administrative red tape when importing certain 
chemicals.  On this matter we believe that the arsenic listed in the proposed list B chemicals are not related 
to wood preservation, but for crop use.  This opinion was submitted with comments raised through a 
Chemical and Allied Industries Association (CAIA) advocacy working group on which SAWPA is represented.   
 
More recently, we became aware of other regulations related to chemicals.  Declarations was gazetted by 
the Department of Health listing criteria for the reclassification of hazardous chemicals to the Global 
Harmonised System (GHS) for classification and labelling of hazardous chemicals. According to the 
declaration for GHS Group I B, all pesticides and agricultural remedies registered as Red Hazard Code in the 
Fertilizer, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies, and Stock Remedies Act, of Act 36 of 1947, will now be Group 
I B hazardous chemicals.   
 
The Registrar of Act 36, in March addressed a letter to registration holders in respect of the implementation 
of GHS classification of Hazardous Chemicals and issued guidelines on the implementation.  In April the 
Registrar addressed a letter informing registration holders of his intention to phase out all Group I A and I 
B chemicals by the end of June 2024.  On further investigation it seems that none of the applicable wood 
preservative registration holders nor the broader chemical industry received the notices.  SAWPA in 
collaboration with legal advisors, toxicological experts and CAIA is in the process of making submissions and 
gaining clarity on the matter, since it may potentially have a major impact on our industry as well as other 
chemical related industries, if the communicated intention is a “blanket’’ approach to Group I A and 1 B 
chemicals.  In our and the other parties’ opinions, the fact that something is potentially hazardous to human 



health and the environment does not necessarily mean there is a huge risk thereto, especially if produced 
and used in controlled environments and end use has been proven to be safe.  The decision making on 
phasing out products must therefore be risk based and not hazard based.  
 
In addition to the above the Department of Labour under the OHS Act, gazetted the new Hazardous 
Chemical Agent Regulations in March 2021, replacing the previous Hazardous Chemical Substances 
regulation.  The new HCA Regulations is also aligned with the GHS classification and labelling system. 
Regulations 2 to 13 and 15 of the HCA’s, were effective immediately and more or less what was included 
and required in the previous regulations, as also contained in SANS 10255.  Regulation 14, Classification of 
hazardous chemical agents, subdivided in 14A to 14D respectively dealing with safety data sheets, labelling, 
and packaging of HCAs, and disclosure of ingredient identity was however scheduled to come into effect at 
the end of September 2022.  A recent Notice from the Department of Labour has given producers and 
suppliers a further 12-month exemption until 30 September 2023 to implement and comply with labelling 
and safety data requirements.   
 
SAWPA will communicate any progress and possible impact of any of the above with members as and when 
we have more information.  

 

WOODEX FOR AFRICA EXHIBITION 2022 
 
Following a three-year break due to Covid restrictions, Woodex for Africa is back and will be held at 
Gallagher Convention Centre in Midrand, from 7 to 9 June 2022.  SAWPA will be exhibiting as usual, and we 
hope to see some of our members at the event.  A highlight of the SAWPA stand will be the model timber 
treatment plant where we will demonstrate the basics of the timber treatment process to visitors.  
Members who wish to attend the exhibition, can register for complimentary free admission at 
www.woodexforafrica.com 

 

A 1 POSTER ON WOOD DESTROYING INSECTS IN STRUCTURES 
 

SAWPA will be launching a new A1 size poster at Woodex for Africa (see attached). The poster is titled, 

“Wood-destroying insects responsible for most damage to timber structures in South Africa”.  The idea 

for the poster was raised at previous exhibitions, when visitors to the SAWPA stand inquired on visual 

material and information relating to wood destroying insects.  Members who would like to receive a copy 

or copies of the poster can contact Judy at admin@sawpa.co.za  

NEWSLETTER OFFCUTS 
 

• Members are encouraged to make use of and order the on-product safety labels for treated timber, 
freely available to SAWPA members.  Please contact Judy at admin@sawpa.co.za.    

• The international research group on wood protection (IRG-WP) conferences have resumed following the 
past two years travel restrictions.  IRG 53 will be hosted in Bled, Slovenia from the 29th of May to 2nd of 
June 2022.  Bruce Breedt is attending the event and will also be a convener for the working party session 
on laboratory and in field testing.  A report on IRG 53 will be prepared and shared with members in the 
next newsletter.  Members who are interested in viewing the programme can click on the list of papers 

 

Regards 

 

SAWPA accepts no responsibility for any statement or claim made in this newsletter. 
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