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Use of CCA Treated Wood and Animal Contact 
 

The question have been raised many times on whether CCA treated wood is safe for use in contact 
with animals and a fair amount of international studies have been documented regarding the safety of 
CCA treated wood and its use were animal contact is expected.  
 
The use of correctly treated CCA-treated wood where contact with animals is expected is considered 
suitable and safe, e.g. for construction of livestock fencing, cribs, pens, stalls, and other boarding 
structures. Studies have shown no obvious harmful effects to test animals from contact or even 
ingestion of CCA-treated wood. Some animals e.g. horses are prone to cribbing (biting and eating) the 
wood used for their enclosures as CCA treated wood tend to be “salty”. This activity does not appear to 
affect their health, but can ruin the fences 
 
In studies where animals were fed CCA-treated sawdust, there were no observed harmful effects either 
to the animals themselves or to their offspring. In fact, laboratory studies based on animal exposures 
have shown that an average horse would have to eat a two-by-four approximately 10 feet long at one 
time to take in the amount of CCA preservative considered lethal. Modern oxide formulations of CCA 
are less salty, and hence probably less attractive to horses.  
 
Most of the health and safety concerns on using CCA focus on the arsenic and, to a lesser extent, the 
chromium. Both elements are viewed in their own right as potentially harmful, either as poisonous 
substances or as carcinogenic chemicals when still in the preservative liquid form. However, the 
hazards to health of the elements in CCA-treated timber are low once fixed in the wood. 

Furthermore, it has been found that the amount of arsenic, for example, present in some common 

foodstuffs can be at levels higher than those detected by analysing the washings from scrubbed 

surfaces of CCA-treated timber. Also, it has been shown that animals (and humans) can detoxify 

arsenic after ingestion and that arsenic is readily excreted and does not accumulate in the food chain, 

and that dermal absorption of arsenic from treated wood is negligible. CCA-treated wood fed, in 

relatively large doses, to sheep, pigs, cattle, and dogs have not proved to be toxic. If animals do lick the 

wood, exposure is expected to be minimal. The US EPA does not prohibit the use of CCA treated wood 

in areas where it may have direct contact with domestic animals or livestock.  

The use of CCA treated wood is not recommended for use in bee hives as studies has shown that it is 

harmful to bees and may contaminate the honey. 

Contact with food and water 
 
As far as contact with food and water is concerned, incidental contact is acceptable, however it is 
recommended that CCA treated wood should not be used where it is likely to become a component of 
food or animal feed and, or where the wood is likely to mix with foodstuffs.  
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